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The Feast of Cyprian of Carthage

The Collect

Almighty God, who gave to your servant Cyprian boldness to confess the Name of our Savior
Jesus Christ before the rulers of this world and courage to die for this faith: Grant that we may
always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us and to suffer gladly for the sake of our
Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

First Reading ~ Exodus 32:7-14

The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them;
they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said,
“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”” The LORD said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn
hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” But Moses implored
the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians
say, It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring
disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land
that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever”” And the LORD
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Psalm 116:10-17

10 How shall I repay the LORD *
for all the good things he has done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of the LORD.

12 T will fulfill my vows to the LORD *
in the presence of all his people.



13 Precious in the sight of the LORD *
is the death of his servants.
14 O LORD, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;

you have freed me from my bonds.

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the LORD.

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *
in the presence of all his people,

17 In the courts of the LORD'S house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Hallelujah!

Second Reading ~ James 4:11-17

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. Whoever speaks evil against another or
judges another, speaks evil against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a
doer of the law but a judge. There is one lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So

who, then, are you to judge your neighbor? Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to
such and such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making money.” Yet you do not even
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and
then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you
boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do and

fails to do it, commits sin.

The Gospel ~ John 10:11-16

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away-- and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand
does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one

flock, one shepherd.”



