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Saint Cyprian -Bishop of Carthage
Cyprian’s Conversion
The details of Cyprian’s early life remain obscure. He was probably born around 200 A.D. to 
wealthy parents. He received a high education for the profession of a rhetorician. Before his 
conversion, he was a leading member of a legal fraternity in Carthage.

Cyprian became close friends with a presbyter named Cæcilius. This friend led Cyprian to his 
conversion and baptism around the year 246 A.D. At his baptism he took the name Cæcilius, 
as part of his own name in honor of his friend. Afterwards he devoted his energy to the study 
and practice of Christianity.

The church in Carthage ordained Cyprian as bishop rapidly following his conversion. He was 
resistant to take the position, and the elder presbyters objected greatly. However, because of 
overwhelming public insistence he accepted the office of Bishop of Carthage (A.D. 248). He 
held this position until his martyrdom (A.D. 258).

Persecution Under Decian
Around the year 250 A.D. the entire church was put to an undesired test. The Emperor De-
cian issued an edict that sacrifices be made throughout the empire, to strengthen the state and 
religion of Rome. The persecution of Christians was especially severe in Carthage. Cyprian 
decided to go into hiding to avoid execution.  Many Christians fell during the persecution. 
They got the name Lapsi (the fallen). The Lapsi got signed statements saying they had sacrificed 
to the Roman gods. In some cases, the Christians actually did sacrifice. Cyprian found these 
compromises cowardly and insisted on repentance before allowing the Lapsi re-admittance to 
the church. However, since Cyprian was absent other elders began re-admitting Christians to 
communion without public repentance.

A schism broke out in Carthage. The laxest Christians and elders who defended them were 
trying to block measures taken by Cyprian in his absence. After fourteen months Cyprian re-
turned to Carthage. He convoked a council of North African bishops at Carthage to consider 
the treatment of the lapsed. Cyprian took a middle course between the followers of Novatus of 
Carthage who were in favor of welcoming back all with little or no penance, and Novatian of 
Rome who would not allow any of those who had lapsed to be reconciled. The council in the 
main sided with Cyprian.

Cyprian’s death under Valerian
At the end of 256 another persecution broke out under Emperor Valerian. Cyprian prepared 
his people for the persecution through his writing De exhortatione martyrii. Cyprian set an ex-
ample of faithfulness to God before the Roman proconsul. He refused to sacrifice to the pagan 
deities and immovably professed Christ.  As a result the Romans banished him to the town of 
Korba, ancient Curubis. From there he wrote to encourage his flock. He lived as a prisoner in 
his own villa.
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On September 14, 258 A.D. Galerius Maximus interrogated Cyprian 
publicly. The Romans took Cyprian to the place of execution direct-
ly after examination. A vast multitude followed Cyprian on his last 
journey. He removed his garments without assistance, knelt down, and 
prayed. After he blindfolded himself, he was beheaded by the sword. 
Christians buried his body near the place of execution.

-Information based on writings of Philip Schaff
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The Holy Eucharist
The Liturgy of the Word
Call To Worship “Just A Little Talk With Jesus” (The Choir)

Opening Hymn: 1982 Hymnal 275 - “Hark The Sound of Holy Voices”
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The Word of God
Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: LEVAS 47 “Cyprian Of Carthage”
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Kyrie
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.

People: Christ, have mercy.

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.

The Collect
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, who gave to your servant Cyprian holiness to confess the Name of 
our Savior Jesus Christ before the rulers of this world and courage to die for this 
faith. Grant that we may always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us 
and to suffer gladly for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, on God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

First Lesson: Leviticus 19:2-18
2 “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the 
LORD your God, am holy. 3 “ ‘Each of you must respect your mother and father, 
and you must observe my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God. 4 “ ‘Do not turn 
to idols or make metal gods for yourselves. I am the LORD your God. 5 “ ‘When 
you sacrifice a fellowship offering to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will 
be accepted on your behalf. 6 It shall be eaten on the day you sacrifice it or on the 
next day; anything left over until the third day must be burned up. 7 If any of it is 
eaten on the third day, it is impure and will not be accepted. 8 Whoever eats it will 
be held responsible because they have desecrated what is holy to the LORD; they 
must be cut off from their people. 9 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do 
not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 
Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. 
Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD your God. 11 “ ‘Do not 
steal. “ ‘Do not lie. “ ‘Do not deceive one another. 

12 “ ‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am 
the LORD. 13 “ ‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. “ ‘Do not hold back the 
wages of a hired worker overnight. 14 “ ‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling 
block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD. 15 “ ‘Do not per-
vert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge 
your neighbor fairly. 16 “ ‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. “ 
‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. 17 “ ‘Do 
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not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will 
not share in their guilt. 18 “ ‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone 
among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm 116:10-17
10 I trusted in the LORD when I said, “I am greatly afflicted”; 11 in my alarm I 
said, “Everyone is a liar.” 12 What shall I return to the LORD for all his goodness 
to me? 13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 14 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 15 Precious in 
the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful servants. 16 Truly I am your ser-
vant, LORD; I serve you just as my mother did; you have freed me from my chains. 
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the be-
ginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

The Second Lesson: James 4:11-17
11Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. Whoever speaks 
evil against another or judges another, speaks evil against the law and judges the 
law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12There is 
one lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So who, then, are you to 
judge your neighbour? 

13Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town 
and spend a year there, doing business and making money.’ 14Yet you do not even 
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears 
for a little while and then vanishes. 15Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, 
we will live and do this or that.’ 16As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such 
boasting is evil. 17Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, 
commits sin.
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Sequence Hymn: 1982 Hymnal 645 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Then, all standing, the Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Gospel John10: 11-16. (Please stand.)
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not

own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the

sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.

13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing

for the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my

sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and

I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that  are not of this sheep 
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pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen  to my voice, and there

 shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. 

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  and was made 
man.     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead,  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People - Form III
The Leader and People pray responsively
Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People: That we all may be one.
Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight.
Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

People: That they may be delivered from their distress.
Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest;

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Silence

Confession of Sin
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Celebrant and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
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strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.

Please stay in your pew as you bid your neighbor peace.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Hymn: LEVAS 198 “Love Lifted Me”
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The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-
pany of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel. The celebrant continues:
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  AMEN

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 Hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive  our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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The invitation
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Hymn LEVAS 138 – Lord I Want To Be A Christian In My Heart”
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After Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of Christ,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 1982 Hymnal “Christ Is Made A Sure Foundation”

(Begins on the next page.)
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Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.


